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"But suppose really severe bombing should
start here as it has in London? Would these
small trades be able to carry on?'5

"Well, so far it doesn't seem as if we get
bombed except when lights are actually showing.
You see, this is a very difficult area for a bomber
to find any worth-while objective. It isn't one
large industrial city; it's a series of small towns
and villages with fields* in between. And then
everything in the valley is always covered by a
pall of smoke. The manufacturers who tried to
contribute to smoke abatement schemes now
get encouraged to make as much smoke as
possible."

So this accounts for the whole district looking
even dirtier than usual, I reflect, as the elec-
trician goes on to explain that even continuous
bombing could not affect the Potteries as it has
affected London.

"There's as big a volume of industrial produc-
tion going on here as anywhere, but it would be
very difficult to stop because the whole district
is an area of small businesses. If you knocked out
a dozen, it wouldn't make much difference to
the total output. Then, as you know, it's a tradi-
tion here for the workers to live near their
work. You can't stop production by dislocating
transport when everyone can get to business on
their feet."

I have been told that the young man is a keen